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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the issues of the family endowment, it clarifies the
opinions of the Muslim jurists regarding its concept, comprehensiveness, and
outcome, and then projects it onto the Qatari endowment law, especially the
new one for the year 2021, the study concludes that the Qatari endowment law,
in its two versions for the years 1996 and 2021, it takes the legitimacy of the
family endowment, and expanded its comprehensiveness to include the donor
himself or a person appointed by him only, or the descendants of the donor or
the descendants of the designated person only, or both together, and stipulated
that it be interpreted as a charitable endowment upon the extinction of the
beneficiaries, and that the donor determines the categories of people that will
benefit from the family endowment. Otherwise, the period for the family
endowment to be interpreted as charitable is 150 Gregorian years. The law is
aware of the criticisms that were historically taken against the offspring of the
endowment and its use as a pretext to deprive some of the heirs. It stipulates
that all the offspring are included in the entitlement, and it not permissible for
the donor to stipulate anything that requires depriving some of the offspring of
the endowment except after the competent administration had studied the
reason and agreed to that in order to prevent injustice and achieve justice. The
law does not stipulate those included in the concept of offspring, so it keeps it
inclusive of the descendants of the donor or the designated person and their
male and female children, unless the donor stipulates a condition in this regard
and the competent administration studies it. Likewise, the law does not specify
the amount of the family endowment, for example, not to exceed a third, as was
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stipulated in the Egyptian Endowment Law of 1946. Rather, it also keeps it
open as long as it went to a specific charitable cause. Accordingly, the study
concludes that the researcher considers important for amending the Qatari
endowment law, including not requiring the donor to initially convert his
endowment into a charitable endowment, not specifying the number of
categories benefiting from the family endowment, and providing the donor’s
relatives and his clan of the poor and needy when the endowment is cut off.
Instead of converting it to a charitable endowment.

Keywords: family, national endowment, categories, extinction/discontinuation of
those detained, perpetuation, temporary endowment, outcome of the endowment.
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