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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify and reveal the origin and development
of the Islamic courts and judicial system in the Kano Emirate - Nigeria -
especially in the era of British colonial Master (British Rule), which ruled
the country 1903 to 1960. The problem of the research is manifested in
the fact that the scientific arena is devoid of contemporary studies and
research of the Islamic judiciary in the Emirate of Kano, the types of
courts, and the policy followed by the British colonists to replace the
reality of the Islamic court and judicial system with a secular system, with
a statement of what remains of the Islamic system from the period of
occupation to the present era. This study aims to introduce the Islamic
legal system in the Emirate of Kano in terms of its origin, development
and challenges, with a focus on the era of the British colonialism, to know
the policy followed and what remained of the Islamic system in that
period. The reaserch methods used to achieve the study are descriptive,
historical and inductive. At the end of the study, I outlined some important
findings and recommendations, including: The legal justice system in the
era of the British colonialism includes a series of judicial policies taken
by the British colonialist in order to undermine the Islamic legal judiciary,
which was prevalent in the country before the advent of the British
colonialist. The colonialist implemented his plans to gradually demolish
the Shari‘a judicial system, as it restricted the jurisdiction of Shari‘a courts,
and limited their role in the Family and personal law. He also replaced the
legal system with the British system, such as the Criminal Procedure Code
and the Penal code. He called on people to refer to customs and traditions.
And they prevented the inauguration of Sharia scholars as a judiciary. He
empowered non-Muslims and Muslims affected with Western culture
over the judicial system, as well as weakening the level of judges in
personal and family status courts.

Keywords: Islamic Judicial System, Kano Emirate, Nigeria,
British Colonial Era
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